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   As the children were lining up for their places in the event, nobody could find Kalia. As 

everyone went around searching for him, Raju found him sitting and crying in a corner. “What 

happened, Kalia?” asked Raju. “I am feeling very sad that I lost the play competition and 

now, I am scared to perform anymore,” said Kalia, crying. “Come on, Kalia. Cheer up!” said 

Raju. “Even I lost in the dance-off against Bheem. But, I know I can win next time!” said Raju.

Hello children! I am Raju. 

My friends and I will be your fun-learning partners for 

the OPTIMISM series!

Fancy dress competition : co-story reading    

   It was annual day next week for Bheem and his friends at school. All the children were 

involved in different activities and competitions. Bheem and Raju had a dance-off; Chhutki 

and Jaggu had a singing competition; Kalia and Dholu-Bholu had a play competition. All the 

children performed really well. In the dance-off, Bheem won, in the singing competition, 

Chhutki won, and in the play competition, Dholu-Bholu won.

   It was time for the children to rehearse for the fancy dress event held at the end of the 

annual day programme. Bheem became superman, Raju became flash, Jaggu became 

green lantern, Chhutki became wonder woman, Kalia became batman, and Dholu-Bholu 

became aquaman and cyborg.

   Kalia looked at Raju with surprise and asked, “You’re not sad you lost?” “No! It was fun 

dancing, and it doesn’t matter who wins or loses,” said Raju, happily. “And anyway, the fancy 

dress event is not a competition. So why are you scared?” asked Raju. “Yes, that’s right. Okay, 

let’s go!” said Kalia, cheering up.

   When Raju and Kalia came back and stood in their places, the fancy dress event was given 

a standing ovation! Raju went to Kalia after the rehearsal and said, “See, Kalia? We should just 

perform the best we can and everything will be okay!” “Yes, I understand now,” said Kalia, 

happily.
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____________ U

Bheem and Kalia are playing tic tac toe. You can play this game with your friend and 
have fun! The game is played on a grid of 3x3, one player is X and another player is U. 
Players take turns putting their marks in empty squares. The first player to get 3 of marks 

in a row (up, down, across, or diagonally) finishes the game. When all 9 squares are 
full, the game is over. If no player has 3 marks in a row, the game ends in a tie.

Hello children! I am Raju. 
My friends and I will be your fun-learning partners for 

the OPTIMISM series!

Tic tac toe
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Hello children! I am Raju. 

My friends and I will be your fun-learning partners for 

the OPTIMISM series!

Conversation starters

Raju wants to make Kalia feel better as he was upset at losing the competition. Below 

are some topics that you can also talk to your friends about.

Who is your hero? Why?

I had eggs for breakfast 

today. What did you 

have?

What did your teacher 

tell you when you were 

sad?

What`s something that 

makes you happy?
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